


















487/D.F. 



4th May, 1944, 


Mr. Charge d'Affaires, 

In reply to your Note of yesterday's 
date, numbered 357/94/44, in which you set forth 
your personal observations, in your capacity as 
an ally and also as representative of the oldest 

Hi 1 


abd longest opponent of Germany In this war, with 
respect to Order No.4, of the National War Com¬ 
mission Board Issued on the 1st May last, I have 
the honour to make the following observations, on 
behalf of my Government, upon your views expressed 
therein: 


While appreciating and welcoming any 


suggestions from a representative at this Capital 

of 

His Britannic Majesty's 
Charge d'Affalres,a.l., and 
Acting Consul General, British Legation, 

MONROVIA. 







of any of the allied Governments In this war in 
respect of any measures my Government might deem 
it necessary and essential to adopt for the wel¬ 
fare of the Nation, My Government Is of the opinion 
that It Is a part of the sovereignty of any nation 
to decide upon what measures she will adopt in the 
event of attack and/or invasion by an enemy country, 
looking towards the security of the State. The 
Implication therefore that the rehersal plan for 
evacuating Monrovia without resistance and to flee 
into the Interior at the first sign of enemy attack 
would seem to have no foundation in fact. 

# 

The Liberian Government and her citizens, 
as have always been in the past and will always be in 
the future, are prepared to meet the common enemy 
and resist him to the death with all her resources 


and manpower. 


I 








(3) 


I (Jo not doubt but that it was not 
Intended by your Note that British subjects resi¬ 
dent In this Capital are more solicitous about 
the welfare of Liberia or its Capitol than Liberians 
and their Government; nor would you seriously con¬ 
tend that such British subjects should be armed 
during evacuation rehersals. To this suggestion of 
yours, however, my Government does not and will not 
concede to British subjects residing in Liberia the 
right to take a course of conduct contrary to that 

required by regulations for her own citizens and 

* 

other nationals resident within her borders. 

It Is not denied that In your Country you 
and your families are ordered to stand firm In your 
homes In the event of any Invasion to meet the common 
enemy. This Is obviously the result of experience 


gained 







(4) 


gained by your Government during the early stages 
of this war, since at that time children were 
evacuated to other parts of the world from one 
hemisphere to another, and from one continent to 
another; and both women and children to other ter¬ 
ritories within the British Isles then thought to 
be less vulnerable to enemy attack, for safety. 

My Government, however, is appreciative 
of the suggestions contained in paragraphs two and 
three of your Note, considering them as coming from 
one who has had and seen experience of this con¬ 
flict at close range, especially in connection with 
civilian migration. 

Be pleased, Mr.Charge d’Affaires,to ac¬ 
cept the renewed assurances of my esteem. 





i 



SECRETARY OF STATE 












LIBERIA 



THE * 
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OFFICIAL 


GAZETTE 


Publisiied by Authority 


VOL XXVII. 


Monday* April 10, 1944 


No. 3 


EXTRAORDINARY 


The Government of Liberia declared by Proclamation on the 
27th day oi January 1944, a state of war existing between Liberia 
on the ope hand, Germany and Japan on the other* Motivated by 
the principles of human freedom and the right of self-determina¬ 
tion, the Government subscribes and endorses the purposes and 
principles enunciated by, and embodied in, the Joint Declaration of 
President of the United States of America and the Prime Minister 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
dated August 14th p known as the Atlantic Charter, and adheres by 
this announcement to the Declaration by the United Nations, dated 
January I, 1942. 

The Honourable Walter F. Walker, Liberian Consul General at 
Ne w York City, is signing on this date at Washington, D. C. the 
Declaration of ths Governments of the United Nations for and on 
behalf of the Government of Liberia. 

His Excellency Cordell Hull, Secretary of State of the United 
States of America, telegraphed the following radiogram to the 
Secretary of State, Monrovia - 

"'The declaration of the Government of the United States m Depository 
"for the declaration is gratified tn welcome Liberia into the ranks uf the 
United Nations. This action ■>, Liberia limn;* thirty live the number 
' oT rniteii Nation*, alt of which have pled gen themselves to employ their 
“full resource* in the struggle for viereny over Hitlerism. 


'‘Please accept the renewed assurance? of my high esteem.*’ 


Department of State, 
Monrovia, 10th April, 1944. 






















THE 


LIBERIA 



GAZETTE 


OFFICIAL 


Published by Authority 


VOL XXVII. 


Monday. April 10. 1941. 


No. 3 


EXTRAORDINARY 

The Government of Liberia declared by Proclamation on the 
27th day of January 1944* a state of war existing between Liberia 
on the one hand, Germany and Japan on the other. Motivated by 
the principles of human freedom and the right of self-determina¬ 
tion, the Givernmant subscribes and endorses the purposes and 
W Principles enunciated by, and embodied in, the Joint Declaration of 
> President of the United States of America and the Prime Minister 
v of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
dated August 14th, known as the Atlantic Charter, and adheres by 
this an:i3unceniint to the Declaration by the United Nations, dated 
January 1 T 1912. 

The Honourable Walter F. Walker, Liberian Consul General at 
New York City, is signing on this date at Washington, D, C. the 
Declaration of the Governments of the United Nations for and on 
behalf of the Government of Liberia. 

His Excellency Cordell Hull, Secretary of State of the United 
States of America, telegraphed the following radiogram to the 
Secretary of State, Monrovia; 

Th<> declaration of the Government of the United States as Depository 
■ for the declaration h gratified to welcome Liberia into the ranks of the 
United Naticrm Thh irtGn Liberia bring* thirty live the number 
of Unit*-1 Norton*. nil or which have pledged themselves to employ their 
" full resource* in the struggle for vbriery over I ii ri orism* 

Pie,me accept ihe renewed assurance of my high esteem.” 


Department of State, 
Monrovia, 10th April, 1944. 
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DEPARTMENTAL CIRCULAR 

No. 1 —1944. 


In accordance with Chapter 23, Acts of Legislature 1941-42, 
Section 2, and to effectively carry out the intent and sr^rit of this 
Act* a National War Commission Beard has been se\ op by the 
President and Commander-in-Chief of Liberia at the War Department, 
Monrovia! Liberia* 

In keeping with the plan already approved by the Presiden' and 
Commander-In-Chief of Liberia, a special Commission is hereby in¬ 
stituted to try violators of orders issued by the Board from time 
to time* 

f The Secretary of the Interior, Postmaster General, the Com¬ 
missioner of the Commonwealth District of the City of Monrovia and 
the Commanding Officer of the Liberian Frontier Force shall consti¬ 
tute said Commission in Montserrado County* 

^ This Commission shall have power to inflict fines not exceeding 
one hundred dollars or punish men! ret exceeding one hundred days 
' , prisonment, or both* Lorn which there shall be no appeal, 

Similar Commissions with similar powers, shall be set up in the 
various Counties, Territories and Districts consisting of the Super¬ 
intendents of the respective Counties* Territories a id Districts; 
Commissioners and Mayors of Municipalities* and the ranking military 
Oi freer of said Counties, Territories and Districts* 


ISSULD at the War Department this 
22nd day of February, A* D* 1944* 


Approved: 

WILLIAM V* S, TUBMAN 

COMMA NDER-IN-QIJlEr 


¥ 


WILKINS H. TYLER 

SEVBKTAttY or WAR. 



* * 
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7/94/44 


fifcli -h ■*— -1 - — ri 

FILE No- 
RE-CL No. ' 

II HI 



Your Excellency, 


Human lloatiui/, 

iJOKROVlA. 

2nd. 1944* 


X have th a honour to info mi Your Excellency 


that Order Ho. 4 of the Liberian National War Goinaiaslon Board, 
issued on the 1st* Uay last, has created s painful impression 
amongst the British oommmity in Monrovia, ho the proposed 
evacuation exercise scheduled therein to take place on the 6th. 



hay next i and sub a a lUcnt directiona of the Board, appear to 
i®piy the intention of the Liberian Government and people, to 
evrcu&te the capital of Monrovia without resistance, and to flee 
into the interior at the first sign of enemy attack; which to 
WY mind would constitute r national calamity. 

?o British Subjects everywhere our common 
enemy is the same; whether encountered here, there or anywhere; 
anu our duty as British Subjects is to face hi® wherever we 
find him, ijid to inflict whatever injury we can upon him, 
wherever and whenever opportunity offers. For that reason we 
British subjects would like to be excused from this and 
subBequent evacuation exercises; and to be provided Instead with 
firearrs and ammunition, or even with cutlasses, if nothing 
better is available; so that, ae guerilla units, we might help 
the Liberian Frontier Force to defend the city, end to jrotfcot 
our homes from destruction. At the seme time it is hard to 
believe that, following Liberia's declaration of Wor against 


Hie Kxoellenoy 

The Secretary of State 

of the Republic of Liberia, 
Department of State, 
Monrovia. 


our 













our common eneriy, there are not aleo many able-bodied Liberians 
of both sexes, outside the armedForcea, wh* would equally want 
to stay behind p and try to aave their Capital from complete 
destruction, and who should bp encouraged to do sc« 

Experience during the present war in Europe hue taught ua 
that evacuation and flight of the civilian population ere usually 
siore dangerous to life than complete imbillty, especially oe 
in this ease, when the only two « ;caj>e routes by a single river 
and by n single road, are openly vulnerable from the air, or from 
persuing enemy armoured tank or flotilla format ions. In my view 
a better plan r/guld have been to construct for the benefit of the 
civilian population of Monrovia lateral tunnels p oaves tmd air 
rRid shelters in the cliffa along the lagoon from the airplane 
slipway to Sinker* Here the population would be ilthln easy reach 
of their homes t and once the danger is past, could quickly return 

V 

to protect thee; from fire and pillage* 

in my country, in the event of any invasion in this war, ,ve 
und our families are ordered to stand firm in our homes, even 
should we be over-run and overpowered by the enemy; for it x, : 
realised that we may still be of some use to ourselves and our 
country by remaining there, and helping as partisans or guerillas 
to com it seta of interference or sabotage against the enemy; and 


in any event, we shall be leos of a menace by remaining at hom^ t 
th ji hb refugeee, cluttering up the roads, overtaxing available 
food end accomodation, and hampering our own troop movements, 
i venture to offer to four Excellency these personal 


observations in my capacity as an ally, find also na a 
repreaetitstive at the oldest and longest opponent of Germany in 
this *ar; but above nil, as one who has seen many aspects of this 
conflict at close hand, especially in connection with civilian 
migration, and can therefore speak with the weight and authority 
of experience* 

1 avail /self of the opportunity to convey to Your 
■xoellency the assurance of ay highest consideration and eat meet. 


f 


Mi Kfcm p ntAjrr 


1 i 
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NATIONAL WAR COMMISSION - BO ARI T 


ORDER No. 2. 


In ordtir to jjtvn* practical effect to thci plntia which the GovernrrteTil h.i vr« 
seen til to iidont a-: precaution* designed in afford defence* protection »ntr£ evanm* 

itoa p tit rt result nf Libemk declaration of \Y \ r, nil dcia«ivi and foreign resident* 

within thu Republic of Liberi a are ordered to observe strictly without failure ^hit- 
'■■evrr, the following order*' 

1. {ft} .Vs from dote, the lights of oil buildings uhcihoi- private or public 

are to lie dimm+i from the hours of f>:00 1\ M. to 0:00 A. M. daily. All buildings 
from which light mav lie seen »t sea must hove iheir noon and w Bitdows sareenert 

In order ns prevent the lights fr mi being so observed. Owners .(ml nther neclipmU* 

of -uoh building* are to JHlhere strictly to ibe above, Tllb order appKe* ills.II 

vehicles arid itU «" it?r craft. 

(bj All owners ti[ vehicles and w<tt*r craft are In coil! u-t immediately 
■ ten glinted represeiunvivcs of ihe Interior Depraiim-ui for impructiuji* regarding t-hw 
o^iuireineriiM. rh**»e representative:* ah.ill In-: 

For Monrovia and vicinity: 

i'otnnii'-loner. CremninnWeahh District 'if M un'im, 

Fur DOLHithti, territories and districts; 
lies jwcli v e > i1 peri n tend e n T k . 

Fun cities, noviohip* urn) settlements; 

TU-d Official heads. 

^u) All vehicles Find water cruri arc to be immediately .-iur.rendered nn 
demand and placed under the control ..f the Government in case of emergency. 

(d) Pint*** uf tuiOfi-g-'Hcy as^mbly for safely ?hjil] be di'nigriflter] by the 
ifuresaid Hhioetin tendenfc*. Comiiiissnuicrs -red other official representative* in their 
severs! louuluie* in collu hot m inn with ihs military an thorite*. These officials ahull 
niii forth all effort' to omul re lb" propet control nr the covnimitiitie* and dblscns 
under their supervision. 

2. Thu following designated places in the vicinity of .Monrovia nre herchv 
declared RFSTUIC I LL Alt KAd.- 

• a) From Eighthiwise in Mamba t'oint along the bench. 

i b) From 1 ho Urui-ih Legaii re to Catnp Johnson along the beach. 

i,c) From Camp .Tdinson lo ns-President IU relay** bungalow (Senkor) along 

The beach. 

(rl > All beach are-n t between iWH) P. M. and .1:00 A, M. 

All nor si m- are forbidders to eater, approach, or even attempt to outer the above 
restricted areas from (!mmi P, VI,. to ."■UMP A. M. daily. 

o ftupcciuteolents, Commi^ianar and other official representatives in a R 
the counties, torrii urtes. disirret*, lnt.cs and township* are hereby ordered to cooperate 
with rhe military author [hi* in their re*]mtfttvH areas for the effective exuculioo of 
these in strut-1 in us. 

L Fishing vcwHn will tut put to sen before skylight and must return 
before dark daily. Thai i- no uaimo, bout, ©r steam launch shall go out to m-h before 
A:00 A. M, ami must return by (LOU P. 51* 

■V Thu building of fires mitdi^or* arid the uso of any other ligbs at point* 
which many be seen from ilie sc i Is hereby utriGtly forbidden. 

ij. Wumifig devices shull be mslaJled in all coastAl vj immunities to be 
used in 11 rousing the t-ivillnn popubtec in the event of emergency,. 

7, The Commanding Officer id the Liberian Frontier Force in directed 
t • !ti*kc fr(!i|uent in.spticti.jiiM to mu: that the provisimm of this under are carried uur. 


[*su--d at Monrovia. Liberia, t.h:L 10th, day of 

February* A* D. iSMl, 


A pprovctL 


W. IT. TYLER, 

S. DAVID COLEMAN, 

Mb N. GRANT* 

IMITLIP C. FARE EH. .Sr., 
C. 1L HEKNrMJX, 

Arj ((OTVll i Witt f ' Jjm ,'rl I D . 


WILLIAM V. ft, I'D DM VN, 

t'rrurtmt t/int f-timin'im/sr in. Chit /. 












Dear Departraent, 

In t ie Interests of exactitude ve think 
that ve should you know tliat the dote of the 
declaration of wax’ by Liberia proved So be the 
27th January 19*14, and not the doth January, 19*i4, 
pis Inadvertently reported by this Legation to the 
Foreign Office in our tel. gram No. 12 of that date 
The confusion arose iron our belief that the Joint 
Regoldtick of the Legislature, of which a copy is 
enclraeu, -duch had been aent to or* the 26 th 


ultimo ha«l actdully boon approved and signed on 
that date, whereas subaaquoni events showed that 
it was not approved w . signed until the i‘o flowing 

day. 




Actually no harm t*as done by the preroature 
announcement; for although the B.B.C. firBt made 
known of Liberia’s declaration of fter in its 1 p.ra. 
0,7, General Overseas broadcast on February 27th, 
it is clear that the state of war already existed at 
that moment, even though everybody here wondered how 
the B.B.C. managed so accurately to anticipate the 
event. 

Yours ever, 

CHANCERY. 


To the French Department, 

Foreign Office, 

LONDON, S. 1. 









EXISTINr .91 CLARE A STATE OF WAR 

li aISTIJn G BET W EIIsi 7 HE P H UII K OF LIEF R 4 a vn imp 

GOVERNMENTS Of GERMANY AND JAPAN AND THE 

TV 11. t Guvt]t.n:ems of Nazi Germaio ami .Jar;’' 

have, by their wanton Acts of Urlmtiiy against civilization aM1 
humanity, committed wholesale acts of inhumaniiies and have 
violated every principle of Int^rnatknal Law; and 

Whereas, 'the President of Liberia, in a Special Message, 
has complained of certain illegal overt acts committed agam.-t 
the territory anri jeople of Lil eria by German submarine**. 

Therefore, be it Resolved ly the Senate and Hcmxe of &tpre*> ntatn'fn 
f iht Republic of Liberia in Legislature u#nn,bted: 


Section 1. lhat in*virtue of tbe serious conditions men¬ 
tioned in the preambles of this Joint Resolution as well a** those 
contained in the Special Message oi ihe President !•< ir n.miitau u 
to the Legislature, we do hereby of da re that from the date » ; f 
passage by the Legislatuie and appioval oi the President of this 
Joint Resolution, a state of war exists betwet n the (b vm inent 
of Liberia and the Governments of Get many and Japan 

Section 2. 'Jhat the Piesident be and he is hereby au¬ 
thorized and fully empowered to take all and every action 
necessary to maintain the ncuriiy of the State and jis essential 
interests which the present international condition in his discretion 
requires. 



Any law to the contrary notwithstanding 

* zy 

Approved ibis 27th day of January A. 1). 1911 











QBSTATION'S OF HR. JOHN F* TJV2?T 
BRITISH CHARM D’AFFAIRES BEFORE THE LIBERIAN SENATE 

ar THURSDAY February Srd, 1944. 

ir. President, 

/t la very gowd oi' yvu "to allow t.,0 to int^rupt your 
do liber at ion a for a few maineivta in order to ad ire 38 a few 
vorde before this Honourable Body* Hr, Vice-Consul Long 
cri . I felt that we could not allow this opportunity to pass 
vvithout visitint thi * Chamber ?ind expressing to Its uere 
o^_r sincere congratulations on the momentous step which it 
has recently taken, in conjunction with the House of 
Representatives t and v/hicKurils ^Excellency the president has 
since ratified, in bringing Liberia into active alliance with 
the United Nations in this Vorld conflict of the Four Freedoms 
against the dominance of the Axis Powers, We realise, hr* 
president, that before very long, after completing your 
diliberations for the benefit of the nation, you and the 
Honourable Senators here present, will be departing your 
several ways to your various avocations here and tliere in the 
different parts of Liberia from whence you cone, and from 
whence you have been called to represent the Nation in this 
auguat Senate Chamber; so that we were anxious to make this 
visit in good time be ore your departure in order to let you 
Lno how grateful we are at the great and historical decision 
which you have taken; and before withdrawing from these 
precincts let me wish you every success for the advance ana 
prosperity of the Nation, in this ne session of the Legislature 
in which you are na^ r embarkea, 

I thank you. 





Executive Ma\mi>s 
Mox ho v ia, Li □ eh i a . 


£97/^57/*44 


February 1, 1944 


Mr* Charge d’Affaires: 

Resultant from the declares position of belligerency 



conflict, as assumed by the Government of the Republic of 
Liberie, a lar u e number of citizens, residents of the 
City of Monrovia, has requested the president’s penais- 
sion to call upon him at the Executive Mansion thi« after¬ 
noon between the hours of four ana five o'clock, in order 
to make iniown their unanimous agreement with, and full 
support to, Government’s decision In this regard after 
for .el demonstration by them in a citizens’ mass meeting 
and along the streets of the City, 

The president has accordingly granted the request 
and will be infinitely obliged if you can find it convenient 
to be present. 

Please accept, Hr* Charge d’lffaires, the assurances 
of my highest esteem, and believe me. 



3BGB2TJK1 TO THS PibBlMOT 

a* British Charge d'Affaires 


British Legation 
Monrovia 








63/D.F. 


27th Jan ary, 1944• 


Mr. Charge d'Affaires, 

In acknowledging with appreciation 
your letter of today's date, I have the honour 
to forward herewith three copies of the Presi¬ 
dent's Proclamation of today's date, declaring 
War on the Governments of Nazi Germany and the 
Japanese Empire. 




Be pleased to accept, Mr. Charge 


\ 


d’Affaires, the assurance of my nigh considera- 




SECRETARY 0? STATE. 


H.B.m.Charge d'Affaires, a.i., 


and Consul General Acting, 


British Legation, MONROVIA. 








A 



PROCLAMATION 


BY THE PRESIDENT 


Whereas, the Government of the Republic of liberia, on the 19th day of September 
A. D. 1939, did issue a Proclamation informing the citizens of the Republic that a 
state nf war existed in Europe bitwsen Prance, Great Britain and Poland on the 
one hand and Germany oil the other, and declaring strict neutrality of the Republic 
towards the aforesaid Powers: and. 

Whereas, on the 3rd dav of December A. D> 1942 the Government of the Republic 
of Liberia announced its policy of full collaboration with the United Natkns during 
existing hostilities; and 

Whereas, die Government of the German Feicb in violatim tf the of war 

Mid in the continuation of their ruthless barbarity have violated the territorial 
waters of Liberia by firing upon and sinking ships within the three-mile limit of 
our coast.—off Cape Palmas and Cape Mount,—thereby terrorising our populations 
thereat: and by their failure to give warning, as re quirt d. by Internationa! Law and 
Customs, to merchant ships, a large number of our citizens have list their lives 
whilst engaged in their lawful pursuits; and 

Whereas, the G ivernment of Nazi Germany and her Ally, the Imperial Gov¬ 
ernment of Japan tiave put themselves on record amongst ihe nations of the earth 
as standing for an 1 upholding fort: 1 as against right, law and justice; and have ignored 
mid repudiated with impunity the obligations of solemn j meinatit ral engage men 
and have denied to neutrals the right to navigate the high tecs: and 

Whereas, the Government of Liberia, realizing dial the present git HI «t fi d is a life ami 
death situ «--j3 • of ideologies otir of which either all of the principles pi' human freetkm and the 
right of self-determination for which Liberia and the Member States of the United Nations have 
stood throughout their national existence will perish from the face of the earth or he permanent ty 
sustained, and 

Whereas, the Legislature of the Republic of Liberia in the First Session of its 4Cth Sitting in 
th ex^tcise of th authority vested in them by the Constitution of I iteiis rcco^nizi'rg the several viola¬ 
tions uf the Neutrality of ilm Republic hy the Government of Nasi Germany, have -resolved by Joint 
Resolution of the Senate and House of Representatives bearing date this day; "That a state of war 
between Liberia and tin German Reich and the Goverment of the Japanese I mpire exists and is 
hereby declared-' 1 

Now Therefore, L WILLIAM V- S TUBMAN* President of the Republic it Liberia, do hereby 
proclaim and declare (hat a state of war exists between Liberia and thoGcvetrircrt cf the Gmran 
Reich rind the Government of the Japanese Empire; and L by virtue, of the anthem? vested n me 
do specially direct all officers, civil or military, of the Republic of Liberia dint they exercise strict 
vigilance arid zeal in the discharge of the duties incident to such a state of war; and I do, moreover, 
earnestly appeal to alt Liberia)? Citizens at home or abroad thru they in loyal devotion In their 
country dedicated from its foundation in th: principles of liberty and justice, uphold (he 
laws of the land, and give undivided and willing support to those measures which maybe adopted by 
the Constitutional Authorities in prosecuting the war to a successful is*ur in cbtaijmrg a fust ard 
permanent peace. 

And may the God of Nations to whom the destiny of our country is committed direct us in this 
momentous period of our national existence. 


«L, S,} 


Given under my hand and the Seal of the Republic 
in the City of Monrovia, this 27th day of January 
A, D, 1944, and of the Republic the Ninety-Seventh, 


BY IKE PRESIDENT: 


<Sgd.) WILLIAM V. S. TUBMAN 


(Sgd.> G. L. DENNIS 


Secretary of State 
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85/94/44) 

ills Majesty's Charge d’Affaires at MONROVIA 


Pr dT tS th S ° h omplin m^fe Ii fSr PoreignAf fairs 0 *" 

and has the honour to transmit to him the imder-mentioned 
documents 

B riliah . .legation f . 

1 

.MONROVIA*. 


27 th January 194 . 4 . 

Reference to previous correspondence: 


Monrovia Telegram No. 12 of 26th January 

1944. 

Description 0} Enclosure. 


Name and Date. 


Subject 


* 


Declaration of War lay 
Liberian Government 
on Germany and Japan. 






\ 


3479a 25019—2 (4) 
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British lmatign, 

MONROVIA. 

26tb January, 1944. 

FILeVo <?Af ? 

R?a is.. ?/f j 

Bear Mr* aecretary, ’ p u **"^*«#l 

I wag very sorry to mii^a your visit thitf 
morning, and I would have cone irsue&iiitely to 
return your call, and to convey to you* and the 
Lxberinn Government, my hearty coni’ ratul at ions 
on Liberia’s declaration of war on Germany and 

Jspan* but for the fact that I injured irjy head 

* 

in a fall I sustained upon returning home from 
the party last night; and present at the moment a 
most unsightly spectacle. 

X therefore must content myself by putting into 
writing my sense of deep satisfaction and content* and 
that also I feel sure, of His Majesty’s Government 
to whom this important announcement has been trans¬ 
mitted by telegraph* at the decisive step, in 
alignment with the great and victorious cause of the 
United Hationa, that Liberia has now taken in the 
interest of Justice find 7 or Id Peice. 

* 

I look forward from now onward# in working 
closely and harmoniously with you and your Government 
until our great objective of the four freedoms has 
been achieved; and thereafter, into the mighty task 
of treating r new world. 

Believe me dear Hr. Secretory, 

Most g inner©2y yours. 


Honourable Gabriel . L, Donnie 
Department of anate, * 
MONROVIA. 


* 












i 

Telegram to = PRODROME LONDON, 

D. « 1200 - 261fc. January, 1944. 

C. = M 0. T. C. ** 

Telegram No. 12 of January 26th. 

LIDSHIA declared war on GERMANY and JAPAN 
toaay January 26. 



TiUNT. 
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Tho Honourable tho to.ta aal nouoo of 
opro. onta'-ivos of the Uepublic of Liberia 
la Lorlnlatura Aoacnblod, Monrovia* 

Gentlcr.on of the Loclolaturot 

Z appou** before you in this oxtraordinnry tamer 
to oeaBmioato to you aa extraordinary deolalon whiah the 
Ibsoontlvo Govern-wint hr.u tm on bolzv; nornd by ours Mem- 
bias j uhinh, in our opinion, aff’oot the hidhont intercuts 
of tho Ropuhlie. 

* * 

On tho r'lrot of i^oiJt'nbor, wno, tho O rt rcz ’n r. o’it of 

* 

Uio Gar. an He .oh, in a noot subtle r.nd unpnondonted rrnnor, 
without any of the formlltlou preoedant to flcwlarr.tieo of 

* r 

\«r, and oonvrary to Intoraational lew, invaded ^toiand and 
nuda mr on Hiafe -tetion. in their ruthleorz barbarity and 
wtinleante ■*— if** 1 — and dee true tl on of the people n»s pro¬ 
perty of the T’ollah nation in violati m of all of the ruloe 
gwwrnlng olvlllaad warfare, oowgmrea than by ahoar weight 
of ioroo, 

Zn fulfil lent of their obligation to that *xc*—otrlohan 
oountry and their doop-aaatad regard far international 
morality, tiie Govewnoat* Of Groat Britain oM Franco, in a 
fonml way, declared vw on the Ooremnant of tho Oernan 
Jteioh, 

* • 

On the ;iinth of ^optanbor, 1939, this Ck>T€trnnont by 
Rroolanritlon of the President p dealnnrt a position of strict 
neutrality in tho mesas of tho Legislature.! ahich your 

• 

flbooamblo Body affined at your following Antral aeaeion. 



- 


J 











Tfezi Oema*y, In the meantime sontlnoed In their 
barbnrotia nadnoaa, ho» ibinG the unfortified cities of England 

*■ m 

and France, and murdering woman, children and non-oo©batouts* 
SnoouragM by the Spectacular successes of their 
military forces, which had been oar ©fully and designedly 
organised and put Into operation, they next ©prang upon the 
low countries without the ail'd*teat cause and In a manner moat 
treacherous and within a short while had Franco and those 
countries prostrated a indulging in the same barbarous and un~ 
oonooionable methods of warfare employed by then In their attack 
on Boland* 

* 

With so much effected, iiusl Gerrany felt it necessary to 

go on from dcairn to design, and in the identical treacherous 

- *' 

and illernl manner, invaded Jbissla, Meanwhile, they were making 

alliances with military Japan, in their quest for world domJLaa* 

* 

tlon, to aubveraivaly make war agaimit the United States of 
America. 

In a most dishonourable manner whilst a Japanese delega¬ 
tion wr i in VinaMagton, prcfaaains to be negotiating a settle* 

4 

meat of points of differences between the two countries, Japan 
surreptitiously rndo war on the United States of America in 
exactly the same manner as teal Germany had done in Europe* 

Nazi Gernany then not being geographically positioned 
to give the second stab In the back to the united States In 
their usual accustomed way, made its first forscal declaration 
of war since the beginning of hostilities which she imposed on 
Poland* 









3 * 


Our o mtk country then cJian^od ltd attitude of atriot 
noutrallty to one of full collaboration with tho United 

m 

States of Anoriea, and the nations associated with her. 

German submarines iiavs violated the territorial 
waters of our country by firing upon and aInking ahlpe 
within three stiles of our coast - off Cape Pnlrae and Capo 
;jou^t terrorizing the population* 

German sat arlnsa have fired upon and sunk merchant 
chips without warning and in contravention of international 
law whereby large nunbar of Liberians lost thoir lives* 

The Covernmeat of Nazi 'uinany have put themselves 
on record amongst the nations of the earth an standing for 

f 

sad upholding i’oroo as arwinst right* low and justice* 

They have ignored and repudiated with impunity - the obliga¬ 
tions of solera international engagements* They have denied 
to neutrals the right to navigate the high sens of our oarth* 
They have devastated and roducc.. to ruin all nations* null 
and great* that their military power wan capable of proving 
predominance over* Tixy liflve in tiio present vrorld conflict 
consistently disregarded tlx accepted roloa of warfare. In 
taeir attitude toward the Negro mo a, they have written down 

i 

lu black and white, and have ovidonaod by action that It la 
a Min against Providence to think of Jtegroes as Doctors or 
Ia«y#T8£ but as a class. 

The mtcooso of Hwsi ^many and its Ally Ja^an in 

< 

the present conflict, will moon the extinguishment of all 
other States whether large or small* 






4 * 


The Executive Government* therefore* In rim 
of these terrible conditions created in the world by 
Nazi Gerr-anyuid Japan* hare felt it obligatory in the 
Interest of our own national existence xnd life, to 
move farther than oar present attitude of mere oollu- 
borafcien with the United States of America and its Allies 
by requesting you to authorise the President to nafeo a 

♦ 

foiral declaration of war against Nazi Germany eu i Japan, 

# 

and thus I fin oerr,unioating these oooditionj bo you, the 
ConstItutlonal representatives of the peoolo of Liberia 
and appeal to you is the interest of the nation end its 

people; in the interest of International right end Justice; 

•# 

to reooffri no the duty idiioh this Stato ot.'os to huraiiity, 
to civilisation and to the maintenance of public rirht and 
morality, and to declare a state of war to be existing 
between the Governments of Oerroany and Japan and the 
Republic of Liberia, 



P DP^TfiM .'I Of UUu.iOA 


January 86, 1944, 









A JOlf’-T ftESGLUTIOE TC PECU F?IE A CT TJG3 

KXLJflHG BSTi £3f m M-eK Of LIB^IA AJiD 
1EB QOrKUiraS 07 G iJSAKY AKB JAPJM. 


filli.fi-'-AS the of Laai Gersurcy «*-d Japan bars, by t^lr 

wanton acts of barbarity against oiti Illation and huEtanity, ooMnltted 
wholesale acts of Inhumanities uvt have violate every ptrlucl pie of 
Inter national Law, and 

ffitireKArt the President or Libia ie f in a Special ima&£« p haa coni-Lllnad 
of curtain illegal overt note conaltted a^Inai tho territory u.d 
of Liberia by teuton aubiapriiiM, 

WJlSTjiil it 1 s redoleed by the Sinaia and House of Re pi&leaVi lives 
of tbs Republic of Liberia in Labial- luro ajfiomblrtd; 

Soot ion l« That la Tirtue of Has star low ooaiiu* ns ecnticned in the 
proa»bt*e of this Joint Res l tic-n bb wbU a* those contains jO in tbs 
Special Message of tiie President co* jnunieated to the Legislature #e So 
her spy deal ore that from the on.* cn the pe.eta.-e by te herein tore oad 
approval of the President of this Joint Resolution, tht l & struts of *cr 
exists between the GovoKimont of Lib aria mid the Got err, l, _ut b ol Gar*ihhy 
&M Japan, 

lection £• ‘iliac the President be end he la hereby ruthorised end 
folly enpoeerad to take all and r^ery action neeeaiiery to ^nintain the 
security of the diet# and its eeaoatini interests whi el the pre.-e^t inter- 
national eouaitioh la bis dlaejsti on reun Ires, 

mi UW TO JKl- OGNlJiAlfif JAM®L>T* HEWS# 








, w 
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RaDIOCR/vM SKN? TO; GOVERNOK, raKETCTCN 
D. 27th January* 1944. 

Code; Govt. No. 8. 


No. 8 of 27th January, 

LIBSliXi^ CrCV.-t-tNj.aNT JEChzdtiiD V/.it ON GERMANY 
AND JAPAN YE&T^ilUtY January 26th. 

CHARGE D^PaIHES, 


:- = = = == ~ “ =“ =S^*?^ 

t“M C. -- 

r 11 -, I'll 


radio* rai: 

DATS: 
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TO GOVERNOR L/lQOS 
27 th J anuary t 1B44, 


Code; Govt. 


LIBKRI/JK GOVERNMENT V/aR OK GERMANY AND 

JAPAN YESTERDAY January 26 th, 

CHARGE T> "AFFAIRES. 



itrTJCfTPjai fTTNT Tt HBaMIK AGORA. 


DATE: 27th January, 1944. 

Code; Govt. 


jx & LiBaRiijr guvernhekt iscLaioD y.ji ok GBiti!Ainr 

AND JAPAN h, Plfcase inform 


Gtivfrno" of the G#Ii Go at 























